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The End of le Chatelier Principle History

GAO Pan-Liang’
(College of Chemistry and Molecular Engineering, Peking University, Beijing 100871, P. R. China)

Abstract: le Chatelier principle is empirical and qualitative. In fact, it often comes to incorrect results about
the shift direction to restore chemical equilibrium, since introduced in 1884. It is proved theoretically that
le Chatelier principle’s application conditions are very strict. The modern chemical equilibrium principle
is quantitative and legible, and has been taught widely. We propose that le Chatelier principle should not
be used in chemical teaching anymore.
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