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“Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow” of Analytical Chemistry

WANG Jingzun~
Beijing Microchemistry Institute, Beijing 100091, P. R China.

Abstract: In the paper, the history of “yesterday, today and tomorrow” of analytical chemistry is briefly discussed.
The “yesterday of analytical chemistry”, which is based on the physical chemical principles, detects chemical changes
by visual observations, thus, is called “chemical analysis”. The “today of analytical chemistry” is mainly instrumental
analysis based on physical methods, therefore, it is often said that “the chemistry is going out of analytical chemistry”.
The “tomorrow of analytical chemistry” will come back to the chemistry field. | hope that, the role of analytical chemistry
is not limited to provide data and report for others, but to solve practical problems and even to produce new products.
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