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Comment and Improvement on “Understanding the Effect of Solvents
on the Nucleophilicity of CH3O0/CH3S~ Using Quantum Chemical
Calculations”

Zhexuan Song, Yang Hu, Xiangyu Wu, Jing Xie ~
School of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, Beijing Institute of Technology, Beijing 102488, China.

Abstract: Herein we comment on and discuss the article mentioned in the title, “Understanding the Effect of
Solvents on the Nucleophilicity of CHsO/CH3S™ Using Quantum Chemical Calculations”, which was published in this
journal. By implementing the recent advances in solvent effect, we intend to use quantum chemistry to improve the
understanding of students towards solvent effect on ion-molecular nucleophilic substitution (Sn2) reactions. We have
added visualization examples to demonstrate the different properties of nucleophiles CH3sO~ and CHsS~, uncovered
the nature of how solvation weakens the nucleophilicity through comparing the potential energy profiles in gas and
liquid phases, considered different types of solvents, and employed frontier molecular orbital model to illustrate the
solvation effect. We anticipate the work herein can improve this teaching case as a model for organic chemistry
assisted by computational chemistry.

Key Words: Bimolecular nucleophilic substitution (Sn2) reaction; Solvent effect; Quantum chemistry calculation;
Frontier molecular orbital theory; Visualization

X5y -2 4% U AR (bimolecular nucleophilic substitution, Sx2) M, X + CH3;Y — XCH;+Y , &
LA P B, AR HLAL IR R S AR Py 2F U2 R SN2 e B 1 48 L LB —— “TL /R B 51
B O NGARBAVEZA, (HRX H RN 15 55 se i 5 e v B AR L4k M

Weka: 2022-11-07; FEFH: 2022-12-28; ML K FE: 2023-01-31
TEIRE#, Email: jingxie@bit.edu.cn
F&7B: EHE AR EEES(21903004, 22273004)



No. 9 doi: 10.3866/PKU.DXHX202211018 281

A TR B-0) o T TE SR A A A A ) B s AT B IR B B v, R D N WL S B R, Lt
KRFFHEVE CRBME) KBRS “ N HE AT B A X CH;0/CHsS SEIZ MR ”
e TS HE S A AR 2R . FRATTIE T IR R A 6 SN2 S N AT - 4R TR BT 7 158 1O R TR TR B8 )
Boprit M, Sz I REIRIT B SRR, DU Z A BT A TH s A S 1 VR B
FR VA RN SEAZ R IS, R38N A S rTAAL  SREUR FREG R, X3 GRS B YL S 80
P H B . A BEIEE AR R, EAFHHER T A AR E S RN .

ASCE ML IR : 1) ESEZIAFICH0 5 CHaS i, i nf M4k B & 7R i
FoRA AT AR 22 575 2) PREESH SR AR R SR A% R R 5 CHACUR M. 34 fE il 2k 5 g 22 8 4L,
R BT BFARERZ M IR e H AR s 3) LR R/ 57 5 3R 53 14 7005 s D7 R 22 14 2
PR SR MM F R R 4) FATE 71 P 15 80 B 1 50 30O

2 WHEI®
BA KGR 5 SCERT — B Sn2 e BiABE AL«
& M1: CH;0™ + CH3;Cl — CH;0OCH; + ClI™
e MW2: CH3S™ + CH3Cl — CH3SCH; + CI™
FFER, FRATTIEBEMO06-2X3Z B2 S aug-ce-pVTZ I J7 v 068 s 37 34 e 28 1 Ay B A 45 ) b AT AR AL
MIRZET . TS ks B CCSD(T) T ik A a5 FAHir, HAFRIN /D, AR ST B AR
T MO06-2X/aug-cc-pVTZ 7 i 1HE AT B (IR FE H298.15 KN I &5 A 0 B BHAg . % T 750 AH I 241,
{4 H Solvation Model Based on Density (SMD)F& ¥ 4T3, Br f o 54 FH Gaussian 09%K f114,

3 ZR5TR
3.1 SERREAR MR X

e, IWRSERARFI Z R 22 5, REMCAIESN IR NI T2 B 72 DL R 5 ¥ 7 AR A FH 45
Ji TAETEZE I 6

ERIRFICH;0™ 5CH3S HISERAL B2 R OMSIE T, Ar T RIS —. =AM. dTFommtk
B8, CHsO FISE T+ e /7 S5, 25 Bal SCHR T %0 SAH CH3O™ FICH3S ™/ 5t 55 Al JJ (proton affinity, PA)
539 1597F11496 kJ-mol ™! 151, 3x —[X Jji], 1] LAId ik 22 i) #% HE %5 (electrostatic potential, ESP)FE EL W
Hu 7 IO Ji - J& [l £ v fif 25 B2 B K (Bl La),  HLTHE T3 O Mulliken B fif LU ST B 47 o [RIBF,  BHT-SH
JRFAR R, CHsS Mm Akt K. fEE1H, AL 7 CH0™ 5 CHaS 1 & & o 4 7 T #UiE
(highest occupied molecular orbital, HOMO). {Hf# & M/Z, CH;0 5CH3;S HHOMO#IE /2 — & &
I, LS T WA HOMOMIE . 1REA &, CHsS HSHIpHiiE m ¥ L CH3O H O puisE -3 58 K,
VA R, IR S Z BT Im K AL .
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81 5 2, CH3O FBs 1 (BRPA) S 5, CHsS™ B WI BAb P B 5%, 78 0% A F-ATT T DL ik 2 il 5 v 3%
FIFTHOMO¥LIE M3 K /INIEAT B EL 3¢, 1 3 P A 1 JB e 4 [ ke 72 30771 1) 235 4% 1 (nucleophilicity) o
EE—IRNE, HTRMiR—NRAJ%s, MR — e E, ErE et s Dok
I 3oL A e 22 SR A
3.2 KAEREFIR =B E R i 28 (1 5 e

PRk, ARG 7 M 2 SABRUKAEIRIR T, S5 CH307/CH3S ™5 CH3ClL 37 1) 35 fig
M2k, ELBCRMErA . AH4y, FRATR A K2 SMDR U IR f TH 57 7%, RN L Ba i 71
BRI, DS TAmER. RIS, J7EMESE UARIMEZESE, B bV R 7
BRI, o] DARILE R AR« o5 R 0520 o AR 2% 75 &5 N AE SCHR[7] 90 0 =R A 75 AH
(BB A A e th e 3EAT T 20l 2zt WATEVCKE A WARA R & & HIE— 2 (&l2a, 2b), BH
FITHE R T A BT, DA S 3 AR S A% X 701 B P 0 ] AR A P IR A & 32 S o A% e T IR 3R

Wi 2a, 2bfiR, SAHSM T CH;0 /CHsS™ 5 CH3CL B i 34 it i 2k 2 5 F0 8L 78 () S35 B IR -
ESERE TITRMNEGDA G R EEVHA BB S TG 2082k, TATEE T SCHEk[7]
T RFMEME S, L T E2e, 2do A, BRI Y B2 TS0
HAH, BP SRV BE 22 (overall barrier). LLCH;O™ 1 v 55 A% 3 7l 19 S AH T JE S BE 2 AGH 0 N —16.4
kJ-mol™, 822 N FAH 3 B Z S I N HL A V8 % BE 22 (submerged barrier), /N T CH3S [RELRAGYs, =
13.6 kI-mol™", X5 S A% il B 14 R 5 (CH3 O™ U BRPA K T-CH3S ™), SR fg 77858 1 8 R — 3K .
AME N BE 22 S T SEAZ AR I ARTE SR AL B8 T, B WA S N 35 R it 28 5 2 ) L] LR R I R A 3
PSRRI, BATTEE BT (1) 21 1% 58 1 K /IS K AS P 1T SR 5 6l I %o B

Ko i R F IR A —, KT H5SEIR S G e A ERE. ERPMIES,
BRI TR AR s dfa e bR EAR, HAERAmiLIPREL, 2. b
AR FICHO B, B34 R ith 26 A SAH 25 0 T IR XA BF RS 1 KV 4% A T I BRI TR IR
fit 22 N—16.4 kJ-mol ' JFEI NAG 0. = 94.2 kI-mol ™ (F2¢), CH;O WISEMMEZ F4H . WNEUE L&,
AT [ NPICH30™ + CH3CLFI A2 e A I (RP ¥ 714K H8) 3401 kI-mol ™, 1 4 i Y A& i As e 1B BN
229.5kJ-mol ™!, 1E& M F/KER L ESNREER T T RN EER, £15Kk M 682 T 5 .
ST K o A2 A2 P 22 7 1) SR VR W R LA o A (1) 22 5 L8 S R CHS O (1 HL A 4 A B, E BEAE
OJ5i ¥ E(Mulliken 177 24—0.962), S57K5r FHHEAF F5g, PRIUbAR e oA F o s T ok V3 2 45 4 LA
BURPESIE1L), O (—0.776)F1CI (—0.398) 5+ F¥F 740, HKAFMHEEHS, Fitfe b
55, MBS ERS B oA 22 5, 7R 555 2 4 1 R b A WAL == 206 A T R, M
SRR BE 22 10 T o AS 1 45 Mt AR 4K, TSofO —Cht S A 1170.219 nm 4 %5 9 7K 4B 110.210
nm, [ TSHIC—CIEMNSA0.205 nmfH K 7K AH10.213 nm (Kl 2e), 7 B ZKHH 1 3o I8 75 45 4 38 2
TP 85 2, KON B Aer B S fe e A AE 55 T i 4R TP I B 1 I i, TRt Sn2
IS G 22 ISAH BVRAH 2RI T 5

FAZAAFICH:S 5CH;0 M Lk, JlFoEM IS, HIL5/KaTF45A0805, KIGEBMEENK
YERITE /N A CHAS W HE - S B I (B 1b), Bk — 0l 58 TiE R R e A . mE2dfis, K
WO R B PICH;S™ + CHCLTI R e 1 FH (RS 4k 58 ) v 258.7 kI -mol ™", 1 % b 8 2 i Fe e AE N
195.2 kJ-mol™, ¥MKTCH:O NG t% il FIMAH N EUE . MWSAHRIZKAH, CH3S™ + CH3ClFISN2 M. BE£2 A
AG¥sg = 13.6 kJ'mol ' T+ 3] T AGYsw = 77.1 kI'mol™!, EHBES FHE. AEEMZ, KMELET,
CH;S IR 22K T CHO HIREZ T o AT KRB, X2 B T /KA FI CHO [ 7% 57 1L 66 & i CH3S ™
181.4 kJ-mol ™!, X ILIEATSoMI¥ I AE X LEXF TSsimr 1 34.3 kI'mol™!, IXAHZE 1147.1 kJ-mol ' HLIH
TAMAER2AGH g HLAGH0 o= H1130.0 kI-mol ™!, {13 /KAH 24 T CH3S I BE 22 AGs o L CH3O I fE
AGHo & T 17.1 kI-mol ™", W% 1 &g 22 m {RI

RGNS, KA SR A T B R 22 T w5y VE DAL T3 0 e R A AR I VA AR e AL FR BE I 22 5, JKAH
CH;O FICH;S™ I 5= AZ M AR L S AR5 32 240, HK B IINAE 38 BOARSS SR A% RE 0 R A= Bl %% o Bt
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FEAK . H AT B B A SR AZ AR R CHR S ™32 K WA 7 I A2 e AU R T-CH50™, SR RE R ES /N, [RIILTE
MM FRERAG s s > AGro,, THEKMAER TR : AG sy < AGrowo
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&5 d
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g -229. -258.7 Ao N |
- AG=00.9
2 -340.1 A ®
3 ::rVIor.o{mm IS -27_6.1
Reactants
water -276.6
Reactants
Products
Products
e f
0.219 0.205. 0.210 0.213_’ D208 % 9‘.21_5..
1—0.776 -0.398 !—0.839 -0.453 ! -0.515 -0.472
TSo4 TSow TSgq

B2 SAMEMAKBEHT, CH;0™ + CHiCl (a, ¢)5CH3S™ + CH3CI (b, d) Sn2 R M3 g8 th 2k ;
DA ESKAEHE K : nm)EMulliken .57 2375 e, )
WL T RO I

3.3 AREIERIXS RS Ee #h 2 R

MG EIR T, RIS R BRI S AR E R R I 22 5, T BN T SN2 IR R RE 22 M SAH B
FHEVAEAY, 35T RIRATRE I 18 AN [ 770 SR A% 1 52

HA A EERE S W% 70 5 7% 57 (protic solvent), J 2 #% A FE i T ¥4 77 (aprotic solvent). Ji
TR EARERUN, H o AT A AR, 0 B8 5 2R a0 s A A L RE o o 17 3 BT 1 3 771
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HI T AR S, X BB T 2R A R VA TR A A E AT B 55 o SN2 I M B AT A S B A8 i o
TR AR AERARAL, DRI R RO AR PR S BRI M JE Oy B 3 . ik, JRATIS EEAS AR A, PR
T HAEB TR SN2 ML RE L2 FIREM o MR TP 7R, X B350, AR 25 RE AR i /A2 K 2
Bl CWE. WEEAK: XS FARBUT ), JA TR FE Mt/ N R ST« IR 25

#£1 FAEBEFFETHCH;0/CHsS + CHCIISN2 R S e 22 . LB R e 2 2 (kJ-mol ™)

HH beagill e AGo Gsol,react. Gsolts  AGsoto  AGHs Gisol react. Goolts  AGsls  AAGss-0  AAGHso

S 1 -16.4 - - - 13.6 - - - 0.0 30.0
E[E A 47113 469 -2398  -176.5  63.3 66.9 -226.0 -172.6 533 -10.0 20.0
Ji ViR 20493 557 -276.6  —204.6  72.0 77.1 —269.7 -2062  63.5 -8.5 21.4
¥ I 35.688  61.1 -284.6  -2072 715 78.4 —-274.0 2092 6438 -12.7 17.3
R HEiE  4.2728 450 -2239  -162.5 61.4 65.0 -216.2 -164.8 51.4 -10.0 20.0
¥ ZWE 24852 844 -330.3  -229.6  100.8 76.8 -271.4 -2082 632 -37.6 -7.6
P g 32613 89.9 3434  -237.1 1062 77.4 -273.5 -209.7  63.8 —-42.4 -12.5
7 K 78.355  94.2 -340.1  -229.5  110.6 77.1 -258.7 -1952 635 —47.1 -17.1

eRARFNIIHIR S -LF G AGRoMAGHRIR LR 2 # W CH:O MCHsS RE 22, BER Z2AAGYs.0 = AGHs — AGlo;
Gsol,reaclamsﬂ:I Gsol,TS?%%i@ ?ICIJX#&W#% *Di‘l‘iﬁ%ﬁ P(‘J‘/’ﬁ‘ ?ICU 'f’t ﬁll:: ’ i‘/ﬁ" ?ICIJ 'f‘t ﬁ%&'f’tAGso] = Gsol,TS - Gsol,reaclantsx
CH30 HICH;S ¥ AL RE AL I ZE AGsos-0 = AGsols — AGseL0

FKI1FIH T SAEFAFEE T CH;0/CH3S 5 CHCUR Mg 22, m AR R F 4518

1) AERCH;0 B AECH;S™, ¥R RN 222 & TS M TR N AE2, SRR B A% I B¢
K, HAT B AR B 7855, & B B Re 22 7R BE A A L ) B 3 KT v o X EE R A S A%
A LLVR B, CHO RS 22 BE VAN IR A AL B B R, B ¥ 771 A\ 20 A8 g bl P B 5 () R I, CHO R BE
RFFE T75.5kImol™", TMCHsS HIAE2 R FFE 170.6 ki'mol ™',

2) WRMEARIE I, oV 70 b AR PR 0 ) e 22 T s SE B R o 49 S R AR AR I T G R R I 7
H, CH;O FICH;CI = B {8 22 75 J5T 1% 71 B B+ (89.9 kJ-mol ™ )izt & T 7EJE i % 71l 5 H (61.1
kJ'mol™). JlEF¥E A, BT AT LA SRR e, o S AR R v A AR OOR 3 58, B
PR /N B B 8 5 B B

3) CH;O FICH;S [R5 % BE 1 U 32 15 750 A P A0 5 /AR R T 2R RS Rl s . AE AR ME AR T IR
7 DA R AR A B R TV I CRBR BN, CH3O™ B BE 223K T CH3S I RE 22, BICHSO SEM%RE 1 W5,
LA M AE SRR 0T — 8 @it A ae th & oA el A, X2 TR H, CH;O FICH;S™
(1) I N4y /st B 2 (RIS R A B AR A 1Y) 2 57 (A A Gsors-0) » AN & BAHEIH SAH 2644 N CH30™ 5 CH3S ™[ ARAIE 5%
WRE 12 Z£(30.0 kJ-mol ™), PRI b SR AR P vk 2 T 2B A% B8 J1 57 : CH30™ > CH3S ™. FRATTFER
2¢, 2dHEH T &I Rt (B 60, DURIRIET T A RIS AL RE AR Ak o 1T 7R AR 1 A B ) B T
WHN(ZEE . BEERK)T, AAGawsoC A #E T CH:O0 5CHS HIAME G % e 1z 2, IR SRR
(PRI R AL X SR A e I e = SRR, SR AE JICH30™ < CHaS™, S T AH %

g BRIk, vE TR A AR I A R /AR R 2 A SN2 S B A BE T 2 Ak B i 3 T H PR TR [ 9
o OSSR I R 22 . FEARRR ISR B EAR K B T R, CHO FICHS IISERZ fE )
I FE 5 M 2 R AR AE SEAZ BE ST — 30 CH30™ > CH3S™: MFEMME S R TIE 7, Sk AE
BT KA H: CH3S™ > CH;0 .
3.4 HI&SFIREERAEEERENXR

KR F5 5 NAESCHR[ 7] 8 F T S A% 30550 0 5 3 o5 B HUE HOMO, - DL R SR % 48 BOR VAN SR A% B
J1o AT AkZEATE B HL P AT A HOMOR) SR AT AV SEAZ BE T, AR 20 AR 15 B B X
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BF R R 11 28 2 T s AR JE T 0 AT

SN2ZEAZ R NS SEAZAR A BUR Y, WICHSCL, FREIF5C—CUg It fE . M RTZR 7 T P iR ok
E(K3a), X&EZAFHHOMO, EICH;0/CH;S HipHliE, 5JEY I &K K 54 HLiE (lowest
unoccupied molecular orbital, LUMO), BIC—Cl# K B #3E AH B AF 2 . W58 %67 FTHOMO
HIRYIMLUMORE &k, WHUEEEWA S, fHEERBE, dESHRERENRBIK. Rz, W
B<LUMOk#» — HOMOspwn>FUE R, MBI B A8, M EAERBRE, fe2marte.

2 X AR, FRATTAT DAAR AT o R VA SRk B S SR A M E T o |l TV 7 2 1 3 PRI O
FZAR ) (0 H 2 AN 1 B 38 7S R ) RTHOMORE 2%, A2 5% b M IS I LUMOBE 2% SE Wi AR /)
It LU A AE<LUMOgsy — HOMOse > B HE K, HETT AT e 22 T = (B13a) . FRATTAT DUIE I 7 AR AN
TR (B 2 TS 28 ) 22 ) 3 s 70 A (i 2 RIS B ) >R BV M e 7 iX — il BACH0 SR A%l AU
KIEFMAE Z P B, TS B<LUMOkn — HOMOspwn>HUE 53 5 N, SAMCH;07, 0.54eV; CH;0”
(H20), 1.99eV; CH30™ (H20), 2.82eV; PARI/KIEMHCH;O™ (B FIBIAL), 7.28 eV M AHXT B
SN2 AE 22 [t 25 VA AL FE FE 38 I 10 B T s, 3 oN—16.4. 24.0. 44.3F194.2 kJ-mol ™. K SRR e N
CH3S™, ZAHRMEMRIRAZAE . FRATA G U0 SCHR[ 7] ABRE, [ ol Y o R 2 = ) A 28 2L i
TV AR PR A SR AL R R, 1 A2 RO AE SR 26 A8 B XV AR B A A R 4 7, X RE ]
DAAR ISR — B0 SR AE — YRR e 3, 38 f 2 A 0 B Qs AR B 2R R 53 771 0 7 (VS R AL S S VR

EHAFERRZ, fH<LUMOksn — HOMO spmn>EUE K LR AN R SR A% SR A% Be 1 A E 4
(1), 3X 2 RO THRAS 2 0 58 A% R M HOMORE (B %2 e R A 2Kz . R RS M % 1F F CHsO 1)
HOMOBEZ(—0.71 eV) 5 T-CH3S THOMOBEZR (—0.79 eV), R e #iE R T CH; 0 ISERZ At I T
CH;S™, H5itHE A2 TR NIINF —80 EK. FlE. LBETIF, Ar&piasiifmas 2 it 5
PISRAZRE ST 2 — 3. AE2, SV AN 2R B M B A = R AR 0 A T, F 2R I A% B o)
(1) 55 B8 22 TF 5545 21 028 4% B8 10U AH = (K 3b) .

FATTAT LA FH <LUMOery — HOMO s> 1B R HU 35 I 00N ] 288 S5 A2 AR 75 52 A 5] 9 77) A sz m) o an P)
3bfT~, CH3;O 1E5 74 1 e 22 BE<LUMOges — HOMOspwn>1H ) FE im0 5, BA IR & a2 %
F; CHaS HIE G X EE PRl SR AZ A7), AT AR R B, BV 18 556 CH3 O™ (1 BE 22 5 1
= X CH3S [ 52

a b
100 -
B CH,O (E W)
B @ CH,O (FEFTiHl) B water
90 | W CH,S (F T fnethanol
\ CH S (B F i 71)

y q@o £ sl
i % [}
HOMO // T LUMOcy £

i il= 2 70}
o P S =
solvation D) i E %

effect ,,' ,.' ',","qé, @ < 60} @ acetonitrile
Y_ * ,“ ",’l = fﬁ @ acetone

| L Jm

< b : \\\ / / 50

Y-(sol) -H— ‘H‘
40}
4 B 6 7 8
Nucleophile TS Substrate LUMO4-HOMO 4. ;555 (€V)

B3 a) FESFY HWHOMOEEWCH:XHLUMOME/EAREE;
b) <LUMOgn — HOMOsuun>Re H Z-FER2 KRR E
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4 g

RIRFFE NN & A2 B HE MRS T CH;O /CH3S SR A% I F 52 7 — S X vH FAL 5
M T AN EEEEE AR 22, BATDZ R0 R R E SR, WHEZ M Eis A4 R R
TR X SN2 2 W B 77 2 B 52 o AR TAEBG 9 1wl WAL G SF , deodd # He %5 e T & 7 CH30™ 5 CH3S ™
IR F 6% R ) %2 7, BId 4 HHOMO B JE@ /s S iz il f ] B A PE R 22 57 o ASCE IR IRE SR, WA R
etz 5 CHsCUR ML 38 RE T 42, #0871 AL IR (R SN2 I B e 22 . PR ARG IR A% 1A 1) AR Joi A 5 771 XS+ Ay
DA RN S TESIRENIERAZS . AREEEFUI, EIE5 7355 AR AR I i -9
FH, CH;O MICH3S SR e 1T 5 A 264 F B ARTE SR % 68 07 —3: CH30™ > CH3S™, It
2R AZ AR BE  F s TPEAR PR = I VR, SRAZRE Ny KA . CH3S™ > CH30™, BL
AR A 5 3T Ba, ATHBTL o FHUEEAL, R 1 FEFEZ RIS R M AL S5
AR <LUMOgk s — HOMO s> E0H 2 2614 4HC

AT IR TSR S B A WA 2R B R B T A, A AT DL SE % Al 2 i N E
HE, kS A TR ON MR A I TR A RSN Sn2 S BT L, T E A ML S U WA I R, iR s AR
Xt G WAL 22 R0 AL 22 1) 2

oy

% X W
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